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CONCLUSION: NOW IS THE TIME 
TO GO SOLAR!

Alberta is committed to helping create a renewable, 
sustainable world. By enabling Albertans to take 
advantage of the province’s vast solar resources, 
we can help decrease our reliance on fossil fuels 
and ensure that our children can enjoy hundreds of 
sunny days per year, just like us. 

While installing your own solar PV system may seem 
like a difficult and expensive proposition, there are a 
number of programs designed to help minimize the 
cost. With support and funding from your provincial 
or municipal government, it has never been easier 
to take a step towards energy independence, a 
lower electricity bill, and a cleaner future. 

But don’t just stop at your property’s border. Talk 
with your neighbours and your friends about how 
they can help contribute to Alberta’s clean energy 
future. Together, we can achieve a brighter tomor-
row.

Final Checklist & Questions to Ask

•	 Have you or your solar PV installer discussed the 
solar system with your local or provincial utility 
and received all required approvals?

•	 Have you checked provincial electricity rates and 
understand the rules for banking credits?

•	 Have you checked references and qualifications 
for the solar PV installer you have chosen?

•	 How long has your solar PV installer been in 
business? Will they be around if something needs 
fixing in the future?  

•	 Do you have a copy of warranty materials?

•	 Have you checked your roof condition and are 
you satisfied that it will hold up for the next 20 
years?

•	 How will the solar PV installer be accessing your 
roof and do you need to make any special ar-
rangements to allow access?

•	 Are there any roof, structural, or electrical condi-
tions you need to address before proceeding with 
installation?

•	 Have you and your installer assessed and ad-
dressed any potential shading issues, now or in 
the future, that may affect power production?

•	 Have you and/or your solar PV installer calculated 
average annual power output in kilowatt-hours 
for your system? This will give you a sense of how 
large your electricity savings will be.

•	 Is your system sized appropriately for your aver-
age annual electricity consumption level?  

•	 Have you factored in any financing costs (includ-
ing leasing costs) in calculating your system costs 
and savings?

•	 Who will take care of any necessary building or 
electrical inspections?

•	 Who will apply for provincial incentives (if avail-
able) and what are the rules for accessing these?

•	 Do you need to inform your insurance company 
about this new addition to your home?
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Direct Current (DC): electricity with a constant positive polarity, the 
same type of power produced by a common household battery.

Alternating Current (AC): electricity with an alternating polarity, the 
most commonly used type of power in our homes.

Kilowatt (kW): a measure of how much energy is being produced. 
Calculated by multiplying the voltage and current values of a system.

Kilowatt peak (kWp): used to describe the energy output capability 
of a solar electric system under ideal solar energy conditions (e.g., 
during peak times during the middle of the day).

Kilowatt hour (kWh): the amount of power delivered over a period of 
one hour 

Voltage / Volts (V): the “pressure” created by electrons flowing 
through a system – the greater the pressure, the more power can be 
transported in an electrical wire.

Ampere / Amps (A): the measure of how much electrical energy is 
flowing in an electrical conducting wire.

Inverter(s): devices that convert the direct current (DC) electricity 
generated by the panels into alternating current (AC) for use in your 
home or for export to the grid

Modules: individual solar panels that convert sunlight to electricity. 
Your system will likely be made up of multiple modules.

Net metering: an agreement where the local utility company credits 
you for the surplus power produced by your solar system that is not 
consumed in your home.

Grid tie: a system that is connected to the electrical network. This 
connection type allows excess power to be sent offsite in return for 
payments/credits from your utility company.

Off grid: solar generation that is not connected to the electricity dis-
tribution system; often associated with remote cabins / properties and 
is typically a seasonal option or requires batteries and/or a generator.
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